WATCH THE TOES! - Jeff Schaus learns how to dance with Oklahoma! choreographer Lois Ruff, dur-
ing a rehearsal for the upcoming Windmill Theatre Players musical. Photo by Pam Doyle
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Winmill’s
cast is set

The cast of Oklahomal
brings a variety of
experience to the

High River stage.
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For the actors and crew of
Windmill Theatre Players, success-
fully producing the major musical
Oklahoma depends on one thing:
teamwork.

“Obviously if you're doing this
for nothing, you're doing it
because you enjoy it, and you're
doing it as a team,” said director
Karen King.

King is helping to bring that
team together with musical direc-
tor Bonnie Duffell, and choreogra-
pher Lois Ruff. They each have an
important part to play, behind the
scenes.

Set at the turn of the century
before Oklahoma became a state
and was still considered Indian ter-
ritory, the play revolves around a
woman two men are fighting over.
Dialogue is interspersed with song.

“They’re all excellent singers.
The chorus sounds really powerful
and each of the seven leads could
stand on their own,” King said.

This marks the seventh musical
King has directed. She has been
with Windmill for 12 years, and
during that time has also written
13 one-act plays. She is also a free-
lance writer.

“Writing is my first love, then
directing,” King said.

Musical director Duffell fre-
quently works with Windmill and
has had leads in Anything Goes and
the Mystery of Edwin Drood.
Choreographer Ruff is an elemen-
tary teacher at Nanton, who has
also taught dance.

“They’re both wonderful. We
have a curse with our choreogra-
phers, though. Every time we get a
good one, they move, and Lois is
moving to B.C. next year,” King
said.

The actors have been well cast
and are enthusiastic about their
roles.

Principal leads are Gordon
Scott as Curly, and Michelle
Beauchamp-DeDominicis as
Laurey. Both were highlighted in
the Nov. 3 Regional.

Five actors play secondary
leads, supported by a large chorus.

_Here is a summary of each actor.

Do you know of any news we should cover?
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Oklahoma revisited by
Windmill Theatre cast

This is not the first time that
Windmill Theatre Players has enter-
tained the community with a pro-
duction of Oklahoma.

Twenty years ago, in the spring
of 1977, Gwen Richards and Roy
Meadows played the lead roles in
this musical. They and most of the
others who were involved then are
no longer performing with
Windmill; however, there are three
people from that original cast who
are with the production this year.

Ev Pickersgill joined Windmill
in 1976 and was involved in 14
musicals over the years, including
Oklahoma.This year she has been an
invaluable asset to the production
by helping out as a rehearsal pianist.

“I am pleased to be involved 20
years later in the new '90s produc-
tion of Oklahoma,” she said. Her
original costume is in the produc-
tion as well — it is being worn by
one of the ladies in the chorus.

In 1977 two young people
joined Windmill Theatre Players
because they wanted to be in
Oklahoma. Terri (Barton) Thiessen
was in the chorus and Jim Goodwin
played Fred, one of the local
cowhands. Thiessen was in several
productions after that, but had not
been involved for several years
until now.

“Oklahoma was the first play |
was in, and I thought it would be
nice to return and do the produc-
tion 20 years later,” she said.

Oklahoma
will be the 53rd
Windmill produc-
tion in which
Goodwin has
been involved but
he remembers his
first production
very well.

“As Okla-
homa 1977 was
my first Windmill
play, I remember
it very clearly,” he
recalled. “It was a
fun show and
cast.”

This year

: photo by Pam Doyle
Jim Goodwin and Terri Thiessen act in the current version of
Oklahoma.

first class entertainment to the
community. /

Oklahoma is indeed one of
those productions that can be con-
sidered first class.The story revolves
around a score full of wonderful
songs — songs that have been pop-
ular for over 50 years. The theme
song “Oklahoma” is a superb upbeat
tune that makes the audience feel
good. Then there is the humorous
song that Ado Annie sings,"I'm just a
girl who can't
say no" and
“Everything’s up
to date in
Kansas City,” the
amusing song
sung by Will
Parker, the coun-
try boy who has
been over-
whelmed by his
visit to the big

city.
There are two
love stories

entwined in this
musical produc-
tion, composed

Thiessen is in the

chorus again and Musical director Hammerstein
. Bonnie Duffell. ’

Goodwin is play-

ing Ali Hakim, the peddler who tries
to seduce Ado Annie (the girl who
can't say no).

Although there are only these
three people who were involved 20
years ago, this year's cast of
Oklahoma brings with them much
experience. Some of them have
been entertaining the High River
area in Windmill productions for
vears and others are bringing a
wealth of experience from all over
Canada.

Theatre gets in the blood.
Those who are on stage love the
feeling of connecting with an audi-
ence, Laughter and applause are like
food for their souls. Those who
work backstage also enjoy the satis-
faction of doing their part to bring

by Rodgers and

each with its
own set of problems brought on by
indecision and jealousy. Although
the plot could not be considered |
complex, the show is definitely
entertaining.

The tickets are selling fast but
there are still some seats available.
Tickets for dinner Theatre (Nov. 20,
21,and 22) and the new dessert the-
atre (Nov. 27) are available from
Marlene Suitor at 652-7605. Tickets
for the matinee (Nov. 23 at 2 p.m.)
and the regular theatre perfor-
mances (Nov. 28 and 29 at 8 p.m.)
are available at Pickersgill's Clothing
in High River. All the performances
are at the Highwood Memorial
Centre.

This is a production you won't |
want to miss.
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Music by Richard Rodgers
Book and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein 1
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RIGHT

Aunt Eller, played by
Celia Penman, (middle),
tries to smooth things
over between Jud Fry,
played by Dave Burton,
(left), and Curly, played
by Gordon Scott.

RIGHT
The chorus line
dances up a storm.

BELOW

Rachel Kielstra, who
is Ado Annie, and
Ray Fox, playing
Will, dance together.

i

/ It was all er
nothin’ for stylish
Windmill cast

Photos by Pam Doyle

Windmill Theatre Players present Oklahoma! at the Memorial
Centre. Dinner shows have been sold out and the musical,
about life and romance at the turn of the century, has been a
big hit with audiences. A dessert theatre performance on Nov.
27 will be followed by evening performances on Nov. 28 and
29. Call 652-2252 to reserve tickets.

ABOVE

Doug Elliott plays
peacemaker
with Ray Fox.

LEFT

The women'’s
chorus line takes
to the stage.

LEFT
The group from Oklahoma
listen to Aunt Eller.






